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inner judgment rather than by external demands of public
opinion which may concern itself with conventional propriety:
". . .man is a self-governing being and self-government neces-
sarily includes as much power to commit errors as to set them
aright as often as they are made."11 So "True morality consists
not in following the beaten path but in finding out the true
path for ourselves and in fearlessly following it."12

Besides, ". . .often one learns to recognize wrong only
through unconscious error. On the other hand if a man fails
to follow the light within for fear of public opinion or any other
similar reason he would never be able to know right from wrong
and in the end lose all sense of distinction between the
two. . . .The pathway of ahimsa. . .one has often to tread all
alone."1'

Thus the satyagrahi leader must refuse to be led by the
masses in vital matters, otherwise he will drift like an anchor-
less ship. Says Gandhiji, "I believe that mere protestation of
one's opinion and surrender to mass opinion is not only not
enough, but in matters of vital importance, leaders must act
contrary to the mass opinion if it does not commend itself to
their reason."14 "What must count with a public servant is the
approbation of his own conscience. He must be like a rudder-
less vessel who, leaving the infallible solace of his own con-
science, ever seeks to please and gain the approbation of the
public. Service must be its own and sole reward."15

This, however, does not mean undemocratic leadership or
blind worship of authority. Gandhiji is conscious that unre-
strained power corrupts. He writes, "I claim to be a democrat
both by instinct and training."16 "I detest autocracy. Valuing
my freedom and independence, I equally cherish them for
others. I have no desire to carry a single soul with me, if I
cannot appeal to his or her reason."17
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